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The Bines Department is to carry out studies of the groundwater 
used for irrigation in the Keith area as part of its continuing 
investigations into the groundwater resources of the Oouth Cast, 
the Premier and Mines Minister I4r. Duaotan, announced today. 
The studies are to determine the safe yield of the groundwater 
basins and the maximum amount that can be withdrawn for irrigation 
without causing intrusion of surrounding core saline water. 
A preliminary survey of bores in the area haa been carried out 
and this has indicated that at present no serious depletion of 
the groundwater resources is occuring, the Premier said. 
However, with the increasing development of the area it was 
considered that the full potential for irrigation of the area 
should be determined to ensure that no over-pumping occurs in the 
future. Two bore holes up to 100 metres deep would be sunk \asins 
a cable tool drilling rig from the Department of nines Drilling 
Depot at Karacoorte and a pumping test on one of the bores would 
be carried out. 
The Government has approved an allocation of more than 010,000 
to carry out this drilling, which wiU begin shortly. 
Further investigations will be carried out over the next 12 months 
to monitor the behaviour of the groundwater table during a full 
irrigation season. At the completion of thio work a report will 
be made by the Department on the future for irrigation in the area. 
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The Mines Department is to carry out studies of the groundwater 
used for irrigation in the Keith area as part of its continuing 
investigations into the groundwater resources of the South East, 
th® Premier and Mines Minister Mr. Dunstan, announced today. 
The studies are to determine the safe yield of the groundwater 
basins and the maximum amount that can be withdrawn for irrigation 
without causing intrusion of surrounding more saline water. 
A preliminary survey of bores in the area has been carried out 
and this has indicated that at present no serious depletion of 
the groundwater resources is occuring, the Premier said. 
However, with the increasing development of the area it was 
considered that the full potential for irrigation of the area 
should be determined to ensure that no over-pumping occurs in the 
future. Two bore holes up to 100 metres deep would be sunk using 
a cable tool drilling rig from the Department of Mines Drilling 
Depot at Naracoorte and a pumping test on one of the bores would 
be carried out. 
The Government has approved an allocation of more than $10,000 
to carry out this drilling, which will begin shortly. 
Further investigations will be carried out over the next 12 months 
to monitor the behaviour of the groundwater table during a full 
irrigation season. At the completion of this work a report will 
be made by the Department on the future for irrigation in the area. 
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